SYLLABUS 
Fall semester 2022-2023 academic year
on the educational program “Political Science  -6B03106 ”

	Course’code
1391831 
	Course’ title
Theory of International Relations 
	Individual submissions (IS)
	Number of credits
	Number of credits
	Office hours 

	
	
	
	Lectures (L)
	Practical training (PT)
	Laboratory  (Lab)
	
	

	
	
	6
	15
	30
	
	5
	6

	Academic course information

	Form of education
	Type of course 
	Types of lectures
	Types of practical training 
	Form of final control
Examinations 

	Full-time
	Theoretical and practical 
	Introductory, informative, problem-solving; discussion, inter-active 
	Discussion of reading materials and fulfillment of practical taks 
	

	Lecturer   
	Marem Buzurtanova
	

	e-mail
	marem_buurtanova@hotmail.com 
	

	Telephone number
	87773707063
	



	Aim of course 
	Expected Learning Outcomes (LO)

	Indicators of LO achievement (ID)


	The course is aimed at bachelor students majoring in “Political Science” . upon completion of the course the students shall be provided with cognitive, functional and systemic competences related two ‘classical” IR theories (Realism, Liberalism, and Marxism) and and post=positivist (critical theory, constructivism, feminism etc.).
	1. (cognitive or concept related) be competent in distinguishing between “classical” IR theories, i.e. Realism, Liberalism and Marxism in terms of their concepts, scope, subject matter, methods and application.
	1.1. knowledge and application of Realism (tests and questionnaire);
1.2. knowledge and application of Liberalism (tests and questionnaire);
1.3. knowledge and application of Marxism (tests and questionnaire);


	
	2. (cognitive or concept related) be competent in distinguishing between “post-positivist” IR theories, i.e. Frankfurt School, critical theory, constructivism, feminism in terms of their concepts, scope, subject matter, methods and application.
	2.1. knowledge and application of critical theory (tests and questionnaire);
2.2. knowledge and application of Constructivism (tests and questionnaire);
2.3. knowledge and application of feminism (tests and questionnaire);

	
	3. (functional or process related) be competent in conducting comparative and critical analyses of IR theories 
	3.1. comparison of “classical” and “post-positivist” theories in  terms of scope, subject matter and methodology (test, questionnaire) 
3.2. critique of “classical” and “post-positivist” theories in  terms of scope, subject matter and methodology (test, questionnaire)

	
	4 (systemic or subject related) be competent in relating research questions (hypotheses) with particular theory (approach , paradigm). 
	4.1. distinction of “positivist” and “post-positivist” methodology;
4.2  choosing theoretical approach and methods in accordance to research questions (hypothesis)

	
	5. (systemic or subject related) be competent in analysis historical and current cases through the lens of each theory.
	5.1 application of “positivist” theories to particular historical and current cases (case study)
5.2 application of “post-positivist” theories to particular historical and current cases (case study)

	Prerequisites
	

	Post requisites
	

	Information resources 
	Literature:
1. Hellmann, G. (2020). International Relations Theory. The Sage Handbook of Political Science. London: Sage Publications, 1282-1299.
2. Viotti, P. R., & Kauppi, M. V. (2019). International relations theory. Rowman & Littlefield.
3. Dunne, T., Hansen, L., & Wight, C. (2013). The end of International Relations theory?. European Journal of International Relations, 19(3), 405-425.
4. Daddow, O. (2017). International relations theory. Sage.
5. Weber, C. (2013). International relations theory: a critical introduction. Routledge.
6. Burchill, S., Linklater, A., Donnelly, J., Nardin, T., Paterson, M., Reus-Smit, C., ... & Sajed, A. (2022). Theories of international relations. Bloomsbury Publishing.
7. Fearon, J. D. (1998). Domestic politics, foreign policy and theories of international relations.

Internet resources:
1. http://elibrary.kaznu.kz/ru




	Academic policy 
	Academic Code of Conduct: 
Timely registration for the course is required. The deadlines of the course must be strictly observed. 
Failure to meet the deadlines shall result in loss of grading score (reduced marks).
Academic values of integrity and earnestness shall be observed and safeguarded by all:
- Plagiarism, forgery, cheating are unacceptable at all circumstances;
- Students have pledged to fulfill all requirement of the course upon enrolling to it;
- Discrimination, intolerant attitudes, and behavior are unacceptable.

	Evaluation and attestation policy
	Criteria-based evaluation: 
assessment of learning outcomes in relation to descriptors (verification of the formation of competencies in midterm control and exams).
Summative evaluation: assessment of work activity in an audience (at a webinar); assessment of the completed task.








ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
	week
	Topic 
	hours
	Max.
score

	MODULE ONE  IR as a theory (introduction)

	1
	Lec 1. Introduction to the course
	1
	1

	1
	Sem 1. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks 
	2
	5

	2
	Lec 2.  History of IR as academic discipline 
	1
	1

	2
	Sem 2. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	5

	2
	Office Hours  1. Consultation on IS 1
	
	

	3
	Lec 3.  IR as a theory, definition, scope, subject matter, terms and concepts 
	1
	1

	3
	Sem 3. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	5

	4
	Lec 4.  Classification of IR theories 
	1
	1

	4
	Sem 4. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	5

	4
	IS 1 test on scope, subject matter and types of IR theories (25 maximum)
	
	30

	MODULE TWO major categories of IR

	5
	Lec 5.  International system
	1
	2

	5
	Sem 5. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	5

	6
	Lec 6.  International actor 
	1
	2

	6
	Sem 6. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	5

	6
	Office Hours 2 Consultation on IS 2
	
	

	7
	Lec 7.  International politics VS International Relations 
	1
	2

	7
	Sem 7. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	5

	7
	IS 2 Tests on international systems and actors 
	
	25

	
	     CONTROL 1 (midterm) 
	
	100

	MODULE THREE – Realist Paradigm

	8
	Lec 8.  Classical realism 
	1
	2

	8
	Sem 8. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	8
	Office Hours 3. Consultation on IS 3
	
	

	9
	Lec 9.  Neo-realism 
	1
	2

	9
	Sem 9. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	9
	IS 3 Test on Realist Paradigm 
	
	15

	MODULE FOUR- Idealist Paradigm

	10
	Lec 10 liberalism 
	1
	2

	10
	Sem 10. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	10
	Office hours  4. Consultation on IS 4
	
	

	11
	Lec 11 Neo-liberalism 
	1
	2

	11
	Sem 11. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	11
	IS 4 Test on Idealist Paradigm 
	
	15

	MODULE FIVE – Materialist Paradigm

	12
	Lec 12 Marxism 
	1
	2

	12
	Sem 12. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	12
	Office Hours  5. Consultation on IS 5
	
	

	13
	Lec 13 Neo – Marxism 
	1
	2

	13
	Sem 13. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	13
	IS 5 3. Test on Materialist Paradigm 
	
	15

	MODULE SIX- postpositivist Paradigm

	14
	Lec 14 post-modernism, post-structuralism, constructivism
	1
	2

	14
	Sem 14. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	14
	Office Hours  6. Consultation on IS 6
	
	

	15
	Lec 15 Critical Theory, Sociology of the International 
	1
	2

	15
	Sem 15. Discussion of the reading materials and fulfillment of practical tasks
	2
	3

	15
	IS 6.  Test on Postpositivist Paradigm 
	
	15

	
	 CONTROL 2 (final) 
	
	100




Dean 						Associate Professor Bekhzhan Meirbayev 

Head of Department 				Professor Gulnar Nassimova  

Lecturer 					Senior Lecturer Marem Buzurtanova 


